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Laparo-hystcrotnwy i& an operation which has for its objeci
the removal of the foetus or fcetuses from the uterus of the
parent by making an opening through the abdominal wall,
and thereby extracting them.
Bourgelat and Brugnone first recommended the operation
in animals which could not bring forth, in order to save the
progeny. In 1813 Morange and in 1816 Goheir attempted
the operation on the living animal, though unsuccessfully.
Morange operated on a cow, and it was to all appearance in
a fair way to recovery, when it succumbed to an attack of
indigestion caused by improper feeding. Since that time
laparo-hysterotomy has been practised comparatively often,
both in this county and on the Continent. It has been
practised both on the large and small domesticated animals,
but with most success on the latter. In forty-eight cases of
this operation, Franck finds that twenty-five, or 52 per cent,
had a fatal termination. Saint-Cyr, from a smaller number,
makes the mortality 71 per cent,
De Bruin records sixteen recoveries in twenty-three hyster*
otomies in the sow, Kasselman nineteen in twenty-five.
With regard to saving the young, the operation is not very
favourable. In only four of Franck's cases were the parents,
and one or more of the young creatures, saved. Three of
these cases were bitches, and the other was a sow.
With the cow, the calf is often saved, while the parent dies.
Of seven instances, the calves were extracted alive in six.
With the mare, the operation must be resorted to early in
order to save the foal, as, for the reasons already given, it
perishes quickly.
It is only on a knowledge of the length of time the foetus
may live during parturition, or after the death of the parent,
that the operation can be undertaken with any prospect of
success, BO far as obtaining it alive is concerned; and this is
an important consideration with regard to the bovine species.
Kehrers, in his observations on the bitch, found that three
minutes after death the foetus began to show symptoms of
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